IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
PATENT APPLICATION 
"CHILD SLING" 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to child slings, and more particularly to a child sling for 
persons having a weak lower back. 

2. Background of the Invention 

Child slings are well known. Various types of child slings may be viewed at the web 
sites h ttp : //kari.g^t ool< o met; com and http://K'Tania Roo.com . 

Unfortunately, existing child slings are hard on a person's lower back. They are 
especially difficult for women having lower back (lumbar region) pain. 

Lower back pain can arise from different causes. One is a spondylitis condition which 
may involve a vertebra slipping forward on the one below it. Another is a fracture in the 
pars intrarticularis, a structure at the back of the vertebra that is con^)ressed when the 
back is arched backward as when carrying a child in front in a fabric sling. 

3. Prior Art 

One such fabric sling is the German Didymos sUng, also known as the German Girosol 
sling, described on the web site "http://kangarookomer.eom/k reviews fabric, shtml". The 
Didymos sling is essentially a twelve foot or so long, one foot wide piece of fabric. With 
the Didymos sling, when the child is to be carried in the cross-carry position (feeing the 
front of the carrier's upper torso), the middle of the sling is draped over the carrier's 
shoulders so that it loops down to the middle of the carrier's back and so that one of the 
branches hangs down in front of the carrier about a foot longer than the other. Then the 
two branches are crossed in front of the carrier's chest to his or her waist, the longer 
branch being inside the other and being passed behind the carrier and through the loop in 
back and brought to the other side where it is tied in a loose knot with the outside branch. 
The child is then placed vertically facing the carrier and so that its leg opposite the 



shoulder over which the inside branch passes^ is inside the inside branch; and so that the 
other leg is inside the other or outside branch but outside the inside and longer branch. 
The branches are spread to widely cover the child's buttocks and shoulders and to support 

it comfortably. 

A known disadvantage of using the Didymos sling in the cross-carry position is that it 
is ill-suited to nursing. This is because you must wear your baby high on your chest to 
avoid back pain. 

And I have discovered that if you already have back pain, even wearing your baby high 
does not save you from increased back pain. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide a child's sling which does not 
cause back pain when used for the Cross-Carry position. 

A more particular object of the invention is to provide a child's sling which 
accommodates use by a person abeady having lower back pain. 

Thus a specific object of the invention is to provide a child's sling which does not 
increase the back pain already being experienced by the carrier. 

It is another object of the invention to provide such a child's sling which is easy to use. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide such a child's sling which is simple of 
construction and easy and ine^ensive of manufacture. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide such a child's sling which is adaptable 
for other positions such as the Single- Shoulder-Carrying position, and other uses such as 
a shawl. 

A further object of the invention is to provide a child's sling which lends itself to a new 
child-supporting arrangement 

The objects of the invention are achieved by incorporating a channel, preferably a 
cross- wise channel, in the lower-back loop area (near the middle) of the child's sling, 
aided by a new child supporting arrangement. If the sling is eighteen feet long, this 
essentially means that the channel is nine and one-half (9 & 1/2) feet from the longer 
branch end and eight and one-half feet from the other. The channel is of a size to easily 
pass both branches of the sling there through. 



The new mounting arrangement includes passing the sling's second branch through the 
channel or loop and tying the free ends of die branches together in a tight knot. 

A feature of the new sling is that it also incorporates an endwise pocket at the end of a 
branch of the sling, for holding baby needs. Preferably, the endwise pocket is on the 
longer branch of the sling. 

An advantage of the invention is that the child's sling is extraordinarily adaptable to 
other positions such as die Single- Shoulder-Carryiag position. The sling may be 
positioned so that the channel is above a shoulder of the would-be carrier, and a sling 
branch passed behind and under the opposite shoulder and brought across the front and 
up to the channel and passed there through to secure the shoulder location of the sling and 
tie the branch to the other branch of the sling. 

Another advantage of the invention is that the child's sling is readily adaptable to other 
uses such as a shawl. The shawl use of the child's sling is facilitated by the channel 
providing a means for holding the shawl in place through passage of one or both branches 
there through. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

These and other objects, features, and advantages of the invention will become apparent from a 
reading of the following description of preferred embodiments of the invention when considered 
with the accon^anying drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a sketch depicting a front view of a person wearing the child's sling of the invention 
with a child in place using the cross-carry position; 

Fig. 2 is a sketch depicting a back view of a person wearing the child's sling of the invention 
using the cross-carry position; 

Fig. 3 is an elongated view of the top flat side of the child*s sUng of the invention; 

Fig. 4 is a right side edge view of the sling of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a sketch depicting a front view of using of the child's sling of the invention for the 
Single-Shoulder-Carrying position; and 

Fig. 6 is a sketch depictiag a back view of using of the child's sUng of the invention for the 
Single-Shoulder-Carrying position. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
Referring now to the drawings, the child's sling of the invention is shown in Figs. 3 and 
4. As noted earlier, the sling, generally indicated by the numeral 10, is normally a thin 
piece of elongated fabric which may be six or so yards long and two feet or so wide, and 
of sufficient tensile strength to support a child. 

The sling 10, near its midpoint, mounts crosswise a channel 12 through vsdiich its upper 
and lower branches 14 and 16, re^ectively, may be passed when the sling 
is over the carrier's back. The channel 12 is formed by folding the length of the &bric so 
that one branch is about one (1) foot longer dian the other, and then sewmg a straight Ime 
18 across the width of the &bric about seven (7) inches away from the centerfold. Thus 
you end up with a seven (7) inch piece of fabric sticking out near the middle of the length 
of the extended fabric, and constituting a channel through which the brances of the fabric 
may be passed. 

The channel 12 may also be formed by stitching an extra piece of fibric onto the top of 
the sling 10. Or it may be formed by cutting the fabric an extra length and in two, and 
overlaying the abutting ends and stitching them together. As shown in the drawmgs, 
preferably the channel 12 is mounted off-center the sling's length, to leave a shotter upper 
branch 14 and a longer lower branch 16 to accommodate mounting a pocket 20 for use 
\^iiile carrying the sUng, 

The pocket 20 is mounted on the end of the lower longer branch 16. It may be formed 
by cutting the sling &bric a little longer and folding the extra length upwards and 
Aching as at 22 the side edges 24 of the extra length to the lower branch 16, leaving the 
upper edge of the extra length free to enable insertion and removal of items into and from 
the pocket 20. The pocket 20 may be formed differently, as by sewing a cut piece of 
material to the branch 16. 

The child's sling of the invention would be mounted by the carrier by looping the sling 
10 over the carrier's back and so the channel 12 was the lower portion and waist high. 
Channel 12 should be directly in the center of the lower back. 

Thereafter the two braiiches 14 and 16 are crossed in front of the carrier's waist, the 
longer branch 16 being inside the other and being passed behind the carrier and through 
the channel 12 in back; th^ the shorter and outside branch 14 is passed through the 



channel 12 in the other direction and inside or outside or above or below the other (in Fig. 
2 depicted inside the other); thereafter the branches are continued around the carrier's 
waist and tied together in a loose knot in front. The child is then placed vertically facing 
the carrier and so that its leg opposite the shoulder over vMch the inside branch 16 
passes, is inside the inside branch; and so that the other leg is inside the other or outside 
branch 14 but outside the inside and longer sUng branch 16. The branches 14 and 16 are 
spread to widely cover the child's buttocks and shoulders and loosened or tightened to 
support it comfortably. Then the knot in the branches 14 and 16 may be tightmed, as by 
making it a square knot 18 (Fig. 1), to secure the child in place. The branches should be 
tied directly in the center in the front of the carrier and under or around the child. 

To dismount the child, the square knot 18 might first be untied with both hands, the 
child grasped with one hand vAnle the knot was loosened more with the other hand, and 
then the sling branches 14 and 16 loosened about the child and the child removed from 
the sling. 

To dismount the sling, the earlier steps in mounting the sling are just reversed in tum. 

It will be appreciated that the passage of one or both of the branches 14 and 16 through 
the channel 12 at the bottom of the looped sling behind the lower back of the carrier and 
the tying of the passed branches securely in front of the carrier, may load the carrier 
below the spondylitis condition or the fracture in the pars intrarticularis and enable less- 
painfril use in the Cross-Carry position of a child's sUng. 

Figs. 5 and 6 depict using of the child's sling of the invention for the Single- Shoulder- 
Carrying position. The figures show the channel 12 atop the left shoulder of the carrier. 
The longer branch 16 extends down in back from the left shoulder and around the waist 
below the carrier's right shoulder and up to the left shoulder and passes through the 
channel 12; the other branch 14 extends, inside the branch 16, down the front and around 
the waist below the right shoulder and up the back and through the channel, and is tied to 
the other branch 16. 

When using the child's sling as a shawl, an end of the sling would be passed over the 
head or shoulders, and a branch or branches passed througli the channel to hold the shawl 
firmly in place. 



While there has been shown and described preferred embodiments of the invention, it will be 
clear to others experienced in the art, that other and different applications may be made of the 
principles of the invention. It is therefore desired to be limited only by the scope or spirit of the 
appended claims. 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



